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Community Boards celebrates 35th anniversary by recognizing SF peacemakers

Country’s oldest community mediation program draws attention to novel anti-violence work in San Francisco 

San Francisco, April 26, 2011  — Community Boards, the first and longest-running public mediation program in the United States, is celebrating their 35th anniversary by recognizing the work of little-known San Francisco peacemakers at an awards gala on Thursday, April 28 in the Green Room in the War Memorial Building on Van Ness from 6 - 9 PM. Press passes are available.
The San Francisco Board of Supervisors will be issuing a proclamation in recognition of the organization’s longevity and success, and will officially recognize Community Boards at their 4/26 meeting. Community Boards provides low-cost mediation services to residents citywide, and works in partnership with the San Francisco Police Department, San Francisco Unified School District and the San Francisco Department of Children, Youth and their Families to settle neighbor, landlord/tenant, workplace, consumer/merchant and school-based conflicts. Over 90% of Community Boards’ cases are resolved to everyone’s satisfaction. 

As part of the 35th anniversary celebration, Community Boards is launching the first annual San Francisco Peacemaker Awards to recognize individuals and organizations that share its commitment to preventing and reducing violence and conflict in neighborhoods throughout San Francisco. 

“Community Boards mediates conflicts once they arise, but our Peacemaker Awards recognize those working tirelessly to prevent conflict from occurring in the first place,” said Community Boards Executive Director Darlene Weide. “From a young daughter of Peruvian immigrants who is building community in her free time to a leading voice calling for a citywide response to violence, Community Boards’ honorees help make San Francisco stronger, more peaceful, and a better place to live.”

This year, Community Boards will offer three awards to recognize efforts to support alternatives to conflict:

The Raymond Shonholtz Visionary Peace Award: Sharen Hewitt
Sharen Hewitt is the founder and executive director of C.L.A.E.R. the Community Leadership Academy and Emergency Response Project, San Francisco's leading organization providing immediate crisis stabilization for victims of violence. With over 20 years of advocacy, Sharen is bringing heightened attention to San Francisco's burgeoning homicide rate and the impact it has on San Francisco’s families. Sharen is also the founder of the Coalition of an African American Community Agenda.
The Gail Sadalla Rising Peacemaker Award: Yessenia Pozo
Fourteen-year-old Yessenia Pozo is in the ninth grade at Mercy High School, San Francisco and a volunteer in the Weekend and Daily Meals Programs at GLIDE Church in San Francisco.  Yessenia is being honored for her community building activities, including tutoring students, working with seniors in the senior visitation program, assisting with developing childcare activities to support families in need and helping to serve meals to GLIDE’s clients. The child of Peruvian immigrants, Yessenia is seen as a community builder by the community she supports with her extensive volunteer work. Yessenia and Community Boards are planning on developing a peer mediation program for youth at Glide. When asked what community building means to her, Yessenia said, “It’s a lot of people working and not thinking about themselves, but what other people need.” 

The Community Boards Leadership Peacemaker Award: Community Works West
Community Works West’s mission is to engage youth and adults in arts, education and restorative justice programming that interrupts and heals the far-reaching impact of incarceration and violence by empowering individuals, families and communities. By supporting communities most affected by mass incarceration, Community Works West aims to keep people out of the criminal and juvenile justice system and provide viable alternatives and resources for them to move forward with their lives. 
“With allies like Sharen Hewitt, Yessenia Pozo and Community Works West, Community Boards can bring our internationally adopted model of conflict resolution to more people throughout the city. We look forward to another 35 years of creating a more harmonious San Francisco,” said Weide.

Tickets for the anniversary gala and awards ceremony can be purchased by the general public for $100 at www.communityboards.org. Press passes are available.
About Community Boards 

The mission of Community Boards is to empower the communities and individuals of San Francisco with the strength, skills and resources needed to express and resolve conflicts peacefully and appropriately for their culture and environment. Mediation, training and facilitation services are offered in English, Spanish, Mandarin and Cantonese to all San Francisco residents. Community Boards serves over 2,000 residents, nonprofits and businesses a year with its pool of 300+ volunteer mediators. Since 1976, Community Boards has assisted 46,000 San Francisco residents and trained more than 16,000 community members to be skilled mediators. More information is available at www.CommunityBoards.org.
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